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TAMIL NADU NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITY (TNNLU), TIRUCHIRAPPALLI 

REGULATIONS ON PROMOTION OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND 

PREVENTION OF PLAGIARISM, 2021 

General 

1. To entrench standards and mechanisms for maintaining and promoting 

academic integrity, also to prevent plagiarism, the Tamil Nadu National 

Law University (herein addressed as ‘University’ or ‘TNNLU’) has 

adopted these Regulations with suitable modifications to the UGC 

(Promotion of Academic Integrity and Prevention of Plagiarism in Higher 

Educational Institutions) Regulations, 2018.  

The same shall be hereinafter referred to as the “TNNLU Regulations on 

Academic Integrity and Plagiarism”. 

Scope of the Regulations 

2. The TNNLU Regulations on Academic Integrity and Plagiarism applies 

to 

I. all the academic submissions, research studies, projects and 

publications undertaken by the undergraduates, postgraduates, 

research scholars and faculty (collectively addressed as the ‘TNNLU 

community’),  

II. all scripts including the dissertation, thesis and the Continuous 

Assessment components like the research projects etc. to be 

submitted by the students during their course of study, and  

III. any other academic work not covered above, but is to be included by 

the University in the interest of maintaining and promoting academic 

integrity and honesty in the TNNLU community.   

2.1. Considering the objective and scope of these Regulations, the following 

acts/practices are prohibited under the broader spectrum of academic 

integrity and honesty: 

a. Plagiarism [See Regulations 3(1)(i)] 

b. Unprincipled behaviour: [See Regulations 3(1)(l)] 
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c. Self-plagiarism and use of previously submitted work: [See 

Regulations 3(1)(m)]  

d. Misrepresentation or misinterpretation of the data or statistics in 

research and publications: [See Regulations 3(1)(n)] 

e. Verbatim reproduction of the online and offline materials in open 

book examinations: [See Regulations 4.2.4.] 

Definitions: 

3. The following definitions from the UGC Regulations of 2018 have been 

adapted as per the requirements of the University: 

(a) “Academic Integrity” is the intellectual honesty in proposing, performing 

and reporting any activity, which leads to the creation of intellectual 

property; 

(b) “Author” includes a student or a faculty or a researcher or staff of TNNLU 

who claims to be the creator of the work under consideration; 

(c) “Departmental Academic Integrity Panel” shall mean the body constituted 

at the departmental level to investigate allegations of plagiarism; 

(d) “Institutional Academic Integrity Panel” shall mean the body constituted 

at the Institutional level to consider recommendations of the departmental 

academic integrity panel and take appropriate decisions in respect of 

allegations of plagiarism and decide on penalties to be imposed. In exceptional 

cases, it shall investigate allegations of plagiarism at the institutional level; 

(e) “Script” includes a research paper, thesis, dissertation, chapters in books, 

full-fledged books and any other similar work, submitted for 

assessment/opinion leading to the award of undergraduate, master and 

research-level degrees or publication in print or electronic media by students 

or faculty or researcher or staff of TNNLU. Notwithstanding what is stated in 

this definition, if necessary, the course faculty may by exercising discretion 

expressly exclude certain assignments/term papers/case analysis/project 

reports/coursework/essays/charts/graphs/tally and answer scripts, etc. 

from the plagiarism test with the prior approval of the Vice-Chancellor of 

TNNLU;  
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(f) “Source” means the published primary and secondary material from any 

source whatsoever and includes written information and opinions gained 

directly from other people, including eminent scholars, public figures and 

practitioners in any form whatsoever as also data and information in the 

electronic form be it audio, video, image or text; The term ‘information’ is given 

the same meaning as defined under Section 2(1)(v) of the Information 

Technology Act, 2000 and reproduced here in Regulation 2(g); 

(g) “Information” includes data, message, text, images, sound, voice, codes, 

computer programs, software and databases or microfilm or computer-

generated microfiche. 

(h) “Common Knowledge” means a well-known fact, quote, figure or 

information that is known to most people; and 

(i) “Plagiarism” means the practice of taking someone else’s work or idea and 

passing them as one’s own. 

(j) “Student” means a person duly admitted and pursuing a programme of 

study in TNNLU including a research programme in any mode of study (full 

time or part-time or distance mode); 

(k) “Programme” means a programme of study leading to the award of any 

degree offered by TNNLU i.e. Under-Graduate (U.G.), Post Graduate (P.G.) and 

PhD etc., 

(l) “Unprincipled behaviour” includes steps taken or attempts made by any 

member of the student community to gain unfair advantage in an assessment 

using dishonest means (cheating/providing improper attribution or not giving 

due attribution to the source/works (including those uploaded on electronic 

and digital sources and devices), and violating the principles of copyright law 

(use of others’ work without the permission or citation in an unauthorized 

manner or indulgence in plagiarism) with the intent to deceive while 

completing research/academic submissions or an examination. 

(m) “Self-plagiarism and use of previously submitted work” includes 

submitting academic/ research/publications related materials that were 

previously submitted either in whole or part; reproducing the substantial part 
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of the academic/research work or publications of any other authors’ work or 

one’s previous work in another publication or academic work or another 

course or the same course either for fresh submissions or resubmissions, 

without the approval of the research supervisor/ course teacher.  

(n) “Misrepresentation or misinterpretation of the data or statistics in 

research and publications” includes any act of misrepresentation and 

misinterpretation of research data or statistics in the academic / research 

work including publications as chapters in edited books, projects, 

dissertations/thesis, journal articles and/or conference publications etc. The 

same shall be considered as serious academic misconduct. 

3.1. Any word which is not defined herein shall have the meaning as provided by 

the UGC Act or UGC Regulations of 2018 subject to the interpretation given 

by the IAIP or authorities of the University.  

Levels of Plagiarism and Penalties 

4. Levels of Plagiarism: As per the UGC Regulations 2018, the University 

recognises the following levels of plagiarism in the order of severity and 

corresponding penalties. 

I. Level 0: Similarities up to 10% 

II. Level 1: Similarities above 10% to 40% 

III. Level 2: Similarities above 40% to 60% 

IV. Level 3: Similarities above 60% 

4.1. Penalties: 

Subject to the UGC Regulations of 2018 and the TNNLU Regulations on 

Academic Integrity and Plagiarism, the Institutional Academic Integrity Panel 

(IAIP) of the University shall impose an appropriate penalty for plagiarism 

involving the members of the TNNLU community by following the principles 

of natural justice and importantly, any determination of suitable penalty by 

IAIP shall be done fairly and transparently. The said procedures are necessary 

not only to protect the academic community from dishonesty and misconduct 

but also to protect individuals who may be unjustly accused.  

4.1.1. Plagiarism [includes Self-Plagiarism, and Unprincipled Behaviour]: 
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I. Penalties in case of plagiarism in the submission of thesis and 

dissertations: As per the UGC Regulations 2018, the penalties in case 

of plagiarism in the submission of thesis and dissertations are as 

follows: 

i. Level 0: Similarities up to 10% - Minor Similarities, no penalty. 

ii. Level 1: Similarities above 10% to 40% - Such a student shall be asked 

to submit a revised script within a stipulated time not exceeding 6 

months. 

iii. Level 2: Similarities above 40% to 60% - Such a student shall be 

debarred from submitting a revised script for one year. 

iv. Level 3: Similarities above 60% - Such a student’s registration for that 

programme shall be cancelled. 

Note 1: Penalty on repeated plagiarism - Such a student shall be 

punished for the plagiarism of one level higher than the previous level 

committed by him/her. In the case where plagiarism of the highest level 

is committed then the punishment for the same shall be operative. 

Note 2: Penalty in the case where the degree/credit has already been 

obtained - If plagiarism is proved on a date later than the date of award 

of degree or credit as the case may be, then his/her degree or credit 

shall be put in abeyance for a period recommended by the IAIP and 

approved by the Head of the Institution. 

II. Penalties in case of plagiarism in academic and research 

publications: As per the UGC’s Regulations 2018, the penalties in case 

of plagiarism in academic and research publications shall be as follows: 

i. Level 0: Similarities up to 10% - Minor similarities, no penalty. 

ii. Level 1: Similarities above 10% to 40% - the person shall be asked to 

withdraw his/her manuscript. 

iii. Level 2: Similarities above 40% to 60% - the person shall be asked to 

withdraw manuscript and in the case of a faculty that faculty shall be 

denied a right to one annual increment and shall not be allowed to be 

a supervisor to any new Master’s, M.Phil., PhD. Student/scholar for two 

years. 
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iv. Level 3: Similarities above 60% - the person shall be asked to withdraw 

manuscript and in the case of a faculty, he/she shall be denied a right 

to two successive annual increments and further, shall not be allowed 

to be a supervisor to any new Master’s, M.Phil., PhD. Student/scholar 

for three years. 

Note 1: Penalty on repeated plagiarism - The author shall be asked to 

withdraw the manuscript and shall be punished for the plagiarism of 

one level higher than the lower level committed by him/her. In the case 

where plagiarism of the highest level is committed then the punishment 

for the same shall be operative. In case of level 3 offence is repeated 

then the disciplinary action including suspension/termination as per 

service rules shall be taken by TNNLU. 

Note 2: Penalty in the case where the benefit or credit has already been 

obtained - If plagiarism is proved on a date later than the date of benefit 

or credit obtained as the case may be then his/her benefit or credit shall 

be put in abeyance for a period recommended by IAIP and approved by 

the Head of the Institution. 

III. Penalty for plagiarism in academic submissions made by the 

undergraduates 

(a) Penalty for plagiarism and academic dishonesty in academic 

submissions made by the students of an undergraduate programme: 

As per the TNNLU Regulations on Academic Integrity and Plagiarism, 

the undergraduate students, research scholars and postgraduate 

students shall ensure compliance with the circulars issued by the 

University from time to time on submission of continuous 

assessments prescribing limits for the permissible similarity index 

depending upon the plagiarism detection software used by the 

University. Failing which the submissions will not be evaluated and 

consequently, the students shall be required to re-submit the 

plagiarised component of the continuous assessment as per the 

Examination Regulations of TNNLU which may be revised from time 

to time. If the Regulations do not permit for the re-submissions as a 
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remedial measure, then such defaulting student/s shall be declared 

as “Failed” in the respective courses and they shall be required to re-

register for that course.  

(b) Penalty in the case of plagiarism in group projects submitted by the 

students of an undergraduate programme: if the University allows 

for group projects or assignments, etc. then the entire group shall 

be required to comply with any of the circulars issued on the 

Similarity Index (referred to in the preceding paragraph). Failing 

which, the academic/research submissions made by such a 

defaulting group shall be required to be re-submitted as per the 

academic and examination regulations of TNNLU which may be 

revised from time to time. If the Regulations do not permit for the re-

submissions as a remedial measure, then such group/s of students 

shall be declared as “Failed” in the respective courses and they shall 

be required to re-register for that course. 

4.1.2. Self-Plagiarism: Indeed, an author must acknowledge his/her previous 

work, if he intends to use it in subsequent research works to avoid self-

plagiarism. Concerning the publication of submitted research papers as 

a part of the assessment for the course enrolled, authors must 

nevertheless include a note in the journal article or book indicating that 

the work is based on the author’s research project/thesis/dissertation 

work. In cases where the dissertation/thesis work leads to two or more 

articles, authors must ensure that each article also mentions that the 

work described in the paper is part of a larger work published 

elsewhere. Failing which, it may be deemed as self-plagiarism and 

consequently the IAIP may impose any suitable penalty as it may deem 

necessary. 

4.1.3. Misrepresentation and misinterpretation of data provided in 

research works: If the acts of misrepresentation and misinterpretation 

of data are found in the research works/academic submissions then 

the same shall not be evaluated. However, the person or student 

concerned may be allowed to re-submit his/her works if the University 

has made provision for the same. In the absence of any such provision 
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related to the re-submissions, all the submissions/research works that 

have misrepresentation and misinterpretation of data in them shall be 

treated as not submitted.  

4.1.4. Verbatim reproduction of the online and offline materials in open 

book examinations: An act of verbatim copying in the open-book 

exams is not acceptable. In the case of an open-book examination, 

students may refer to the resources and materials to respond to the 

question, but they shall refrain from using or resorting to verbatim 

reproduction of the passages/paragraphs/materials from the sources 

that they have consulted. Instead, the answers or responses to be 

submitted by the students shall be in their original words expounding 

the actual or summary of the ideas/principles or concepts explained in 

the reference materials. However, if committed then the concerned 

answer script shall not be evaluated and deemed to be considered as 

non-submission. On repeated violations, the concerned student may be 

barred from appearing in the examinations for the duration as decided 

by the concerned authorities. 

4.2. Components excluded from the similarity checks:  

The following components are excluded from the similarity checks: 

i. The cover page, the title of the academic submission, name of the 

University/Student/faculty. 

ii. All quoted work reproduced with all necessary permission and/or 

attribution. 

iii. All items in the index of authorities/references, bibliography, table of 

contents, preface and acknowledgements. 

iv. All generic terms, laws, standard symbols and standards equations or 

common expressions up to fourteen (14) consecutive words. 

Detection and Reporting 

5. Academic dishonesty is more than an error. All relevant parties should 

disclose what they believe in good faith to be well-founded suspicions of 

academic dishonesty. Hence, every such allegation shall be made 

responsibly with great caution.  
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5.1. Where an individual makes an allegation of plagiarism or academic 

dishonesty against any other person with bad faith or makes the allegation 

vexatiously then such a member of the TNNLU community shall be 

subjected to disciplinary action as decided by the IAIP. 

5.2. Ordinarily, all detections and reporting of plagiarism or academic 

dishonesty are to be made by the respective course teachers/ panel of 

teachers/ evaluators/ supervisors/ mentors/ academic office/ 

examination office/ Centre for Post Graduate Legal Studies (CPGLS)/ 

Research Centres or the committees constituted for co-curricular 

activities and the committees under (a) the Policy for Promoting Research, 

Publications, Faculty Improvement, Consultancy and Research Ethics 

(2021), and (b) the PhD. Regulations of TNNLU (2021) etc. and refer the 

matter for the consideration of the Departmental Academic Integrity Panel 

(DAIP). 

5.3. Besides, if any member of the academic community suspects with 

appropriate proof that a case of plagiarism has happened in any document 

then such a person is expected to report it to the DAIP.  

5.4. Upon receipt of such a complaint or allegation, the DAIP shall investigate 

the matter and submit its recommendations to the Institutional Academic 

Integrity Panel (IAIP) of TNNLU in reaching its considered decision. 

NOTE 1: The composition of the DAIP and IAIP shall be notified by the 

University administration from time to time. The present composition of 

the two committees shall be as per the office order of the Registrar of 

TNNLU bearing reference number Cr. No. 1668/REGR/TNNLU 2021-2 

dated 14.08.2021. 

NOTE 2: The powers and procedures of the DAIP and IAIP shall be as 

provided by the UGC Regulations 2018. 

5.5. In connection with its proceedings, the DAIP/IAIP may presume that the 

‘Similarity or Plagiarism’ report generated by any software is not final and 

conclusive on its own but only acts as corroborative evidence. Accordingly, 

those who report on alleged plagiarism and academic dishonesty shall 

submit a detailed statement based on their findings, expertise, skill and 

judgment with proper proof. 
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5.6. In the process of detection of plagiarism or collection of similarity 

percentage, the University’s use of Plagiarism detection software does not 

infringe students' copyright to their work, which continues to reside with 

the owner. Further, storing student research works using (a) the internal 

repository and (b) plagiarism detection software by the University does not 

infringe any intellectual property rights.  

5.7. Notwithstanding what is provided in regulations 5.2., the authorities of 

TNNLU can take suo-motu notice of an act of plagiarism and initiate 

proceedings under these Regulations. Alternatively, proceedings can also 

be initiated by the IAIP based on the findings of an external or internal 

examiner. 

5.8. The Regulations makes it compulsory for all stakeholders to strictly 

adhere to the mechanism created by the University i.e. to make use of the 

plagiarism detection software and other approved means etc., to ensure 

that each of the paper publication/thesis/dissertation by the student, 

faculty, researcher or staff of the TNNLU is checked for plagiarism at the 

time of forwarding/submission. Besides, an act of improper attribution to 

the original source/work may attract plagiarism. Therefore students, 

research scholars, faculty members and staff must be diligent and careful 

in avoiding plagiarism by adhering to the strict compliance with footnote 

style as prescribed by the course faculty or University for that purpose. 

Report on actions taken & Rules of Procedure 

6. The University shall conduct regular orientation and sensitisation 

programmes for the TNNLU community on the importance of academic 

integrity. Thereafter, prepare and archive reports on such programmes 

which expound the steps taken in TNNLU to promote academic integrity 

and prevent plagiarism. The same may be uploaded on the University’s 

website. 

6.1. The TNNLU Library shall create an internal repository of all research 

works which are submitted as soft copy, whereas the examination 

department shall maintain the hardcopy submissions for the duration as 
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decided by the concerned authorities of TNNLU with the approval of the 

Vice-Chancellor. 

6.2. The DAIP and IAIP shall maintain files and reports on the proceedings 

completed or cases heard. Accordingly, all online proceedings of the two 

committees (aforementioned) shall be recorded and archived on 

cloud/server or Google Drive. Whereas all offline proceedings of the two 

committees shall be documented and from time to time a copy of such 

documentation or files (soft and hard copies) shall be shared with the 

office of the Registrar of TNNLU which would form part of the institutional 

memory. 

6.3. In the course of proceedings, appropriate effort should be made by the 

DAIP and IAIP to protect the privacy and reputation of both the 

complainant and respondent while observing a fair process under this 

regulation and where necessary issue necessary clarificatory note to 

restore the good name/reputation of an unjustly accused individual.  

6.4. As the supplemental measure(s) to the UGC Regulations of 2018, DAIP 

and IAIP may formulate (either jointly or independently) suitable rules of 

procedures to be adopted by the respective committees with the approval 

of the Vice-Chancellor and Registrar of TNNLU and adhere to the same in 

all the proceedings of the committee. 

Miscellaneous 

7. Any questions as to the interpretation of the Regulations on academic 

integrity and plagiarism or any omissions in the said Regulations shall be 

decided by the Vice-Chancellor of the University in consultation with the 

IAIP and DAIP. Such decisions (if any) shall be considered final and 

binding. 

7.1. The DAIP and IAIP, in consultation with the Vice-Chancellor, shall have 

the power to remove difficulties (if any) in enforcing these Regulations. 

7.2. The Academic and Examination Regulations of the University dealing with 

the aspects of academic integrity and plagiarism shall be in furtherance 

of these Regulations. The Regulations shall be treated as comprehensive 

and final on the matters related to or under academic integrity and 
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plagiarism unless the IAIP admits an alternative interpretation for any 

suitable and justifiable reason/s.   

7.3. The University reserves the right to introduce suitable amendments to the 

TNNLU Regulations on Academic Integrity and Plagiarism from time to 

time. 


